
 

 

 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
 
 

CABINET MEMBER DECISION 
 

 
JULY 2015 

 

AUSTRALIA ROAD CORRIDOR AND SUDS SCHEME – PROGRESS UPDATE 
 

Report of the Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport and Residents 
Services: Councillor Wesley Harcourt 
 

Open Report 
 

Classification – For Decision 
 
Key Decision: No 

Wards Affected: Wormholt and White City 
 

Accountable Executive Director: Mahmood Siddiqi, Bi-Borough Director of Transport 
and Highways 
 

Report Author: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer 
 

Contact Details: 
Tel: 020 8753 1972 
E-mail: neil.hartley@lbhf.gov.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1. The purpose of this report is to provide a progress update on the 
implementation of the Australia Road Corridor and Sustainable Drainage 
Systems (SuDS) scheme. Construction of the scheme began on 11 March 
2015 and is currently scheduled to be completed in mid September 2015.   

 
1.2. This report also seeks conditional approval to honorifcally name the 

southern section of Australia Road, between India Way and Canada Way 
as the Bridget Joyce Square. According to Mr. Michael Pettavel, the Head 
Teacher of Randolph Beresford Early Years Centre, Ms. Joyce “was a 
member of our staff who worked for LBHF with children for over 50 years, 
before sadly dying last year of cancer. She was a remarkably committed 
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childcare worker who made a significant difference to the lives of many, 
many young children.” 

 
1.3. The report also provides an update on an additional £85,000 of funding for 

the scheme from the Greater London Authority which is currently being 
negotiated. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1. That conditional approval be given to honorifically name the southern 
section of Australia Road, between India Way and Canada Way as the 
Bridget Joyce Square. 
 

2.2. That subject to a legal agreement between the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham (LBHF) and the Greater London Authority 
(GLA), approval be given to spend an additional £85,000 of dedicated 
Green Infrastructure Sustainable Drainage Systems (GI SuDS) funding on 
this scheme for five items which were removed or reduced from the 
scheme during the value engineering process. 

 
2.3. That the Cabinet Member for Environment, Transport and Residents 

Services and the ward members for Wormholt and White City confirm a 
date in early August when they would be available to attend an official 
opening / unveiling of the scheme. 

 
3. REASONS FOR DECISION 

Naming of the scheme 
 

3.1. During consultation of the scheme, ideas were sought for an appropriate 
name of the area. The name would be honorific in the sense that it would 
not legally change the name of any road or address, nor split Australia 
Road in two. 
 

3.2. Mr. Michael Pettavel, the Head Teacher of Randolph Beresford Early 
Years Centre, made the following suggested naming the area after Bridget 
Joyce who “was a member of our staff who worked for LBHF with children 
for over 50 years, before sadly dying last year of cancer. She was a 
remarkably committed childcare worker who made a significant difference 
to the lives of many, many young children.” 
 

3.3. Any approval granted would be conditional upon: 

 Undertaking a background check to confirm the suitability of the 
person in question, 

 Receiving consent from the next of kin, and 

 Receiving the final approval from the emergency services in relation 
to the creation of a new honorific place name. 
 

 
 



Additional funding 
 

3.4. A condition of the additional funding received from the Greater London 
Authority is that this amount is specifically allocated to items that add 
significant value to the scheme, which otherwise would have been 
removed or reduced. The items covered by the additional funding are: 

 Post-implementation monitoring equipment, 

 More durable construction materials (stainless steel and fibreglass 
channels within the basin walls), 

 Feature “rain cascades” to bring water from the roof of the school 
and adventure buildings into the raingardens, 

 Educational signage and literature, and 

 Expert supervision during construction 
 
Unveiling / official opening 
 

3.5. The high profile scheme is the largest investment that LBHF has made to 
date in SuDS and creates a green oasis in the heart of the White City 
Estate. It would be ideal if ward members and the Cabinet Member are 
present at the official unveiling or opening of the scheme. 

 
4. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND  

4.1. The Australia Road Corridor and SuDS scheme was first conceived as 
part of the White City Neighbourhood scheme in mid-2013. The scheme 
will convert the southern section of Australia Road between India Way and 
Canada Way into a pedestrian and cyclist space with limited vehicular 
access for emergency and maintenance vehicles. Sustainable drainage 
systems (SuDS) play a prominent role in the design.  
 

4.2. During the design process, extensive consultation was undertaken with 
key stakeholders including Randolph Beresford Early Years Centre, White 
City Residents’ Association and Team White City. Approval to commence 
construction of the scheme was received in February 2015, with actual 
construction commencing on site 11 March 2015. 
 

4.3. The scheme will provide many benefits to the community including: 

 A safer environment and improved accessibility for children and 
residents to Randolph Beresford Early Years Centre, the adventure 
playground, and the community playground. 

 An opportunity to implement SuDS within the borough to help 
reduce rain water entering the combined sewer system and reduce 
the peak discharge during rainfall events.   

 A new community events space / piazza that will become a focal 
point for residents. 

 Improved air quality and street quality. 

 Improved well-being of children by providing a space for safe active 
play. 

 An educative tool for local schools on the sustainable use of water 
and local ecology. 



 A scheme which will support regeneration of the White City area. 
 

4.4. The following photos show Australia Road, looking east from India Way, 
before, during and after construction: 

Before:  

During:  



After:  

 
 
5. PROPOSALS, ISSUES AND CONSULTATION 

5.1. This section of the report only details the proposals, issues and 
consultation undertaken after the previous Cabinet Member’s Decision 
report (Australia Road Corridor and SuDS scheme, 6 February 2015). 
 
Naming of the scheme 
 

5.2. Following on from the consultation period, key stakeholders were asked if 
they had any ideas for the names of the new area. Mr. Michael Pettavel, 
the Head Teacher of Randolph Beresford Early Years Centre, made the 
following suggestion in an email dated 27 May 2015: 

 
“I would like to propose the "Bridget Joyce Piazza / Square", Bridget 
was a member of our staff who worked for LBHF with children for over 
50 years, before sadly dying last year of cancer. She was a remarkably 
committed childcare worker who made a significant difference to the 
lives of many, many young children. She never asked for any 
recognition, but was part of the "invisible" backbone of our society. I 
would very much like the area named in her memory as recognition of 
the "little" people, without whom we would have a much poorer 
community.” 
 

5.3. The London Fire Brigade have been initially been consulted, on behalf of 
all the emergency services, to gauge whether they would be amenable to 
the honorifically naming the area after Ms. Bridget Joyce. The honorific 
name was proposed rather than a full legal name change in order to 
prevent Australia Road being split into two, and residents and businesses 
being required to change their address. 
 

5.4. The next of kin of Ms. Bridget Joyce has been notified of the possibility of 
an honorific naming and was supportive of the idea in an email dated 9 



June 2015, saying “I am really pleased and honoured and of course I give 
my permission… she [Ms. Bridget Joyce] would be so pleased, as am I 
and all of her family and friends.” 
 

5.5. As part of any naming process a background check will need to be 
undertaken to confirm that suitability of the person proposed. This 
background check should in no way be interpreted as reflection of the 
character of the person being considered. 

 
Additional funding 

 
5.6. On 27 February 2015, LBHF received a letter from the GLA stating that 

our expression of interest for GI SuDS funding had been successful. Since 
this time LBHF have been able to negotiate £85,000 of funding for the 
following items which would otherwise would have been removed or 
reduced: 
 

 Basin ‘letter boxes’, which provide a conduit for any overland 
surface water flow from the highway through the walls to the basins. 
The use of stainless steel and fibreglass for these letter boxes will 
provide a robust and long-lasting material that will complement the 
operational and visual design of the scheme. 

 

 Rain cascades to raingardens – the cascades will provide a clear 
visual statement of how rainwater from the roof of nearby buildings 
including a school and adventure playground buildings are diverted 
into the raingardens. Three new downpipe and rain cascade 
designs will provide a visual link allowing people to see the flow of 
water from roof level to the ground whilst also dealing with the 
practical issues of reducing the risk of the public gaining access to 
the school and playground roofs. These dynamic features would not 
be possible without additional funding. 

 

 Monitoring equipment – detailed monitoring will quantify the 
reduction in rainwater entering the combined sewer system as a 
result of the Project. This data will be provided via the installation of 
pressure sensors, flow meters and an associated data interface. A 
robust dataset verifying the reduction in flows to the combined 
sewer system will be available for use by a number of other 
interested parties including the GLA, other London Boroughs, 
academics and local schools. 

 

 Expert supervision – funding the involvement of a SuDS specialist 
with a proven track record of implementing innovative, retrofit SuDS 
schemes in addition to the regular site engineer supervision will 
greatly contribute towards the success of the project. This will help 
avoid pitfalls experienced in previous schemes where failure to 
deliver SuDS measures to the specification stated in the design has 
compromised performance in terms of surface water management. 

 



 Education Literature – this is an important but often overlooked 
element of SuDS projects. LBHF will produce a minimum of 3 
education boards to be located on the site as a permanent fixture. 
The education boards would serve a number of functions including 
explaining the scheme and the SuDS processes on the site. In 
addition eight local schools will be engaged about the scheme with 
a view to educate the local pupils and residents about the benefits 
of SuDS to help encourage support for similar schemes elsewhere 
in the borough. 

 
Unveiling / official opening 
 

5.7. The high profile scheme is the largest investment that LBHF has made to 
date in SuDS and creates a green oasis in the heart of the White City 
Estate. It would be ideal if ward members and the Cabinet Member are 
present at the official unveiling or opening of the scheme. 
 

5.8. The unveiling / official opening would be organised by the 
Communications Department in conjunction with Transport and Technical 
Services. 

 
6. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1. An equality impact assessment was completed as part of the previous 
Cabinet Member’s Decision report (Australia Road Corridor and SuDS 
scheme, 6 February 2015). 
 

6.2. Implication verified/completed by: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer, 020 8753 
1972. 

 
7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1. The legal implications of the whole scheme were covered in the previous 
Cabinet Member’s Decision report (Australia Road Corridor and SuDS 
scheme, 6 February 2015). 
 

7.2. The proposed naming of the area would be an honorific name changes 
only and would have no legal standing. For example, the honorific name 
change would not split Australia Road in two nor require any resident or 
business to change their address. 

 
7.3. The additional funding agreement between the Greater London Authority 

and the London Borough of Hammersmith for GI SuDS will be subject to a 
full legal and financial review prior to being signed. 

 
7.4. Implications verified/completed by: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer, 020 

8753 1972. 
 

8. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 



8.1. The financial and resources implications of the whole scheme were 
covered in the previous Cabinet Member’s Decision report (Australia Road 
Corridor and SuDS scheme, 6 February 2015). As stated above in 8.2, the 
additional funding agreement for GI SuDS will be subject to a full legal and 
financial review prior to being signed. 
 

8.2. Implications verified/completed by: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer, 020 
8753 1972. 

 
9. IMPLICATIONS FOR BUSINESS 
 
9.1. There are no businesses immediately adjacent to the site nor will any 

businesses be directly affected by the construction work as a short (less 
than 450m) signed diversion route is currently in place. 

 
9.2. Once completed, the scheme will provide an events plaza with electrical 

and water connections able to be used by local businesses for events, 
subject to receiving consents from the highway authority. 

 
9.3. Implications verified/completed by: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer, 020 

8753 1972. 
 

10. RISK MANAGEMENT  

10.1. The risk management implications of the whole scheme were covered in 
the previous Cabinet Member’s Decision report (Australia Road Corridor 
and SuDS scheme, 6 February 2015). 

10.2. Implications verified/completed by: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer, 020 
8753 1972. 

 
11. PROCUREMENT AND IT STRATEGY IMPLICATIONS 
 
11.1. The procurement implications of the whole scheme were covered in the 

previous Cabinet Member’s Decision report (Australia Road Corridor and 
SuDS scheme, 6 February 2015). 

 
11.2. Implications verified/completed by: Neil Hartley, Project Engineer, 020 

8753 1972. 
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